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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 1-11, 13-35 and 37-45 and amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Canceled) A method for notifying a user of a portable communication device, 
the method comprising: 

determining a location of a first portable communication device of a first user; 
determining a location of a second portable communication device of a second 

user; 

determining whether the location of the second portable communication device is 
within a same region containing the first portable communication device; and 

notifying the first user of a presence of the second user if the location of the 
second portable communication device is within the same region containing the first 
portable communication device. 

2. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein the first user and the second user 
are members of a group. 

3. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the first portable 
communication device and the second portable communication device comprise a 
wireless communication device. 

4. (Canceled) The method of claim 3 wherein the wireless communication device 
comprises one of a mobile phone, a personal digital assistant and a two-way pager. 

5. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein at feast one of the first portable 
communication device and the second portable communication device comprise a 
laptop computer. 

6. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein notifying comprises automatically 
sending a signal to the first portable device. 
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7. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein the determining the location of the 
first portable communication device comprises: 

obtaining the location of the first portable communication device from a global 
positioning system (GPS) contained in the first portable communication device. 

8. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein the determining the location of the 
second portable communication device comprises: 

receiving information from a network, where the information in the network 
contains the location of the second portable communication device transmitted from the 
second portable communication device; and 

identifying the location of the second user from the received information. 

9. (Canceled) The method of claim 8 wherein the network comprises at least one 
of an Internet and a wireless communications network. 

10. (Canceled) The method of claim 8 wherein the determining whether the first 
and second communication devices are in the same region is performed by the first 
communication device. 

11. (Canceled) The method of claim 8 wherein the determining whether the first 
and second communication devices are in the same region is performed by the network. 

12. (Currently Amended) The mothod of claim 1 furthor comprio i ng: A method 
for notifying a user of a portable communication device, the method comprisino: 

determining a location of a first portable communication device of a first user 

determini ng a location of a second portable communication device of a second 

user 

determining whether the location of the second portable communication device is 

within a same region containing the first portable communication device: 
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notifying the first user of a presence of the second user if the location of the 
second portable c ommunication device is within the same region containing the first 
portable communication device: 

determining a common meeting point for the first and second users; 

notifying the first user of the common meeting point on the first portable 
communication device; and 

notifying the second user of the common meeting point on the second portable 
communication device. 

13. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein the determining the location of the 
second portable communication device and the notifying is repeated for all other 
members of a group containing the first user. 

14. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

determining, if the location of the second portable communication device is 
outside the area containing the first portable communication device, whether the second 
portable communication device is about to approach the same area containing the first 
portable communication device; and 

notifying the first user of the impending presence of the second user in the same 
area if the second portable communication device is about to approach the same area 
containing the first portable communication device. 

15. (Canceled) The method of claim 14 wherein the determining the location of the 
second portable communication device comprises: 

determining a rate of travel and a direction of travel of the second portable 
communication device of the second user. 

16. (Canceled) The method of claim 1 wherein the second portable communication 
device is within the same area as the first portable communication device if the location 
of the second portable communication device is less than a threshold distance from the 
location of the first portable communication device. 
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17. (Canceled) A portable communication device for notifying a user of the 
presence of another user, the portable communication device comprising: 

a position detector for determining a location of the portable communication 
device; 

a memory for storing a user alert program; 

a network interface for receiving information from a network, wherein the 
information includes location information indicative of a location of another portable 
communication device of another user; and 

a processor which, upon executing the group alert program, is configured to: 

determine whether the location of the another portable communication 
device is within a same region as the retrieved location; and 

if so, cause a notification message to be sent to the user of a presence of 
the another user if the location of the another portable communication device is 
within a same region as the portable communication device. 

18. (Canceled) The portable communication device of claim 17 wherein the 
position detector comprises a global positioning system (GPS) device. 

1 9. (Canceled) The portable communication device of claim 1 7 further comprising: 
an input device for providing commands to the processor; and 

an output device for displaying the retrieved location. 

20. (Canceled) The portable communication device of claim 17 wherein the first 
user and the second user are members of a group. 

21. (Canceled) The portable communication device of claim 17 wherein the 
network comprises at least one of an Internet and a wireless communications network. 



Pages 

351522J 

PAGE 6/13 1 RCVD AT 3/24/2005 12:46:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-ff XRF-1/1 1 DN1S:8728306 1 CSID:7136234846 * DURATION (miM$):03-22 



\ 



03/24/2005 1 1:47 FAX 7136234846 © 007/013 

PATENT 

Arty. Dkt No: IBMk10051 
MPSRef. No.; ROC920010051US1 

22. (Canceled) The portable communication device of claim 17 wherein the 
retrieved location is transmitted to the network for processing by the another portable 
communication device. 

23. (Canceled) The portable communication device of claim 17 wherein the 
another portable communication device is in the same region as the retrieved location if 
the another portable communication device is less than a threshold distance from the 
retrieved location. 

24. (Canceled) A system for notifying a user of a portable communication device, 
the system comprising: 

a first portable communication device for determining a location of the first 
portable communication device of a first user; 

a second communication device for determining a location of the second portable 
communication device of a second user and transmitting the determined location; 

a network for receiving the transmitted location of the second portable 
communication device and configured for: 

determining whether the location of the second portable communication 

device is within the same region as the first portable communication device; and 
transmitting a notification to the first and second portable communication 

devices, if the second portable communication device is within the same region 

as the first portable communication device. 

25. (Canceled) The system of claim 24, wherein at least one of the first and second 
portable communication devices comprises a wireless telephone. 

26. (Canceled) The system of claim 24, wherein the network is configured for 
wireless communication. 

27. (Canceled) A method for notifying a user of a portable communication device, 
the method comprising: 
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receiving a location of a first portable communication device of a first user, 
determining whether a location of a second portable communication device of a 

second user is within a threshold distance of the first portable communication device; 

and 

notifying the first user of a presence of the second user if the location of the 
second portable communication device is within the threshold distance of the first 
portable communication device. 

28. (Canceled) The method of claim 27 wherein the second user is a member of a 
predefined group stored in a storage device. 

29. (Canceled) The method of claim 28 wherein the group is a group of friends of 
the first user 

30. (Canceled) The method of claim 27 wherein the group is created by the first 
user. 

31 . (Canceled) The method of claim 27 wherein notifying comprises automatically 
sending a signal to the first portable device, 

32. (Canceled) The method of claim 27 further comprising: 

notifying the second user of a presence of the first user if the location of the 
second portable communication device is within the threshold distance of the first 
portable communication device. 

33. (Canceled) A method for notifying a user of a portable communication device, 
the method comprising: 

determining whether a first user is in a group for a second user, the group being 
predefined and stored in a storage device; 

if so, determining whether the second user has permission to locate the first user; 
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if so, determining an approximate geographical location of a first portable 
communication device of the first user and 

notifying the second user of the approximate geographical location of the first 

user. 

34. (Canceled) The method of claim 33 wherein the group is a group of friends of the 
second user. 

35. (Canceled) The method of claim 33 wherein notifying comprises automatically 
sending a signal to a second portable device of the second user. 

36. (Currently Amended) Tho mothod of cl ai m 33 furth e r compri si ng; A method 
for notifying a user of a portable communication device, the method comprising: 

determining whether a first user is in a group for a second user, the group being 

predefined and stored in a storage device: 

if so, determining whether the second user has permission to locate the first user: 

if so, determining an approximate geographical location of a first portable 

communication device of the first user: 

notifying the second user of the approximate geographical location of the first 

user: 

determining a common meeting point; and 

notifying the first user of the common meeting point on the first portable 
communication device. 

37. (Canceled) A method for notifying a group of users of portable communication 
devices, the method comprising: 

receiving a location of a portable communication device of a primary user; 
for each secondary user in a group: 

determining a location of a portable communication device of the 
secondary user in the group; 
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determining whether the location of the portable communication device of 
the secondary user in the group is within a threshold distance of the portable 
communication device of the primary user; and 

notifying the secondary user in the group of a presence of the primary 
user if the location of the portable communication device of the user in the group 
is within the threshold distance of the portable communication device of the 
primary user. 

38. (Canceled) The method of claim 37 wherein the group is a group of friends of 
the primary user. 

39. (Canceled) The method of claim 37 wherein the group is created by the primary 
user. 

40. (Canceled) The method of daim 37 further comprising: 

notifying the primary user of a presence of each secondary user in the group if 
the location of the portable communication device of the secondary user in the group is 
within the threshold distance of the portable communication device of the primary user. 

41 . (Canceled) The method of claim 37 wherein notifying comprises automatically 
sending a signal to the portable communication device of the secondary user in the 
group. 

42. (Canceled) A method for notifying a user of a portable communication device, 
the method comprising: 

determining a location of a first portable communication device of a first user; 
determining a location of a second portable communication device of a second 

user; 

determining whether the first user has permission to locate the second user; 
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if so, determining whether the. location of the second portable communication 
device is within a same region containing the first portable communication device; and if 
so, 

notifying the first user of the location of the second portable communication 
device of the second user. 

43. (Canceled) The method of claim 42 wherein the first user and the second user 
are members of a group. 

44. (Canceled) The method of claim 42 wherein notifying comprises automatically 
sending a signal to the first portable device. 

45. (Canceled) The method of claim 42 wherein the second portable 
communication device is within the same region as the first portable communication 
device if the location of the second portable communication device is less than a 
threshold distance from the location of the first portable communication device. 

46. (Currently Amended) Tho mothod of c l aim 42 furthor comprio i ng: - A method 
for notifying a user of a portable communication device, the method comprising: 

determining a location of a first portable communication device of a first user: 

determining a location of a second portable communication device of a second 

user 

determining whether the first user has permission to locate the second user; 

tf_so, determining whether the location of the second portable communication 

device is within a same region containing the first portable communication device: 

if so, notifying the first user of the location of the second portable communication 
device of the second user 

determining a common meeting point for the first and second users; 

notifying the first user of the common meeting point on the first portable 
communication device; and 
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notifying the second user of the common meeting point on the second portable 
communication device. 
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